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We are closely monitoring the coronavirus outbreak within the Jewish 
community in New York and beyond, and are posting updates as they 
happen here. If you are being affected by the virus we would like to speak 
to you, please email reporter Ari Feldman at feldman[at]forward.com. 
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6:00 p.m. | AIPAC announces two conference attendees tested positive for coronavirus 

Two people who attended AIPAC’s recent Policy Conference in 
Washington, D.C. have tested positive for coronavirus, the organization said 
in an email sent late Friday afternoon. 

The attendees came from New York, where 33 people have tested 
positive for the virus as of Friday. The majority of initial cases came from 
Westchester County, where a 50-year-old Jewish lawyer was the state’s 
first case of coronavirus without a clear connection to a preexisting 
outbreak. 

In its email, AIPAC offered no details about possible connections between 
existing cases and the individuals who attended the conference who have 
tested positive. AIPAC sent out an email to attendants earlier this week, 
urging them to monitor their symptoms. More than 18,000 people attended 
the Policy Conference over March 1-3. 



The conference’s audience includes a sizable chunk of professionals in 
Jewish and Israel-focused organizations around the U.S., as well as many 
prominent political figures, hundreds of rabbis, thousands of students and 
attendees from Israel and other countries. 

AIPAC encourages attendants to monitor their symptoms and follow CDC 
guidelines for preventing spread of the disease. 

_ — Ari Feldman_ 

4:15 p.m. | Major Jewish conference confirms cancellation 

The Reboot Ideas Festival, scheduled for the end of March in San 
Francisco, has been postponed out of concern about the spread of 
coronavirus, the group announced Friday. 

Reboot is a 20-year-old Jewish cultural organization, and the Forward is a 
media partner for the upcoming Ideas Festival, a three-day gathering 
featuring Jewish thinkers, writers and celebrities, including Jill Soloway, 
Ayelet Waldman, and Rabbis Sharon Brous and Amichai Lau-Lavie. An 
overarching theme for the pre-Passover conclave was to have been “what 
plagues you and what liberates you.” 

In a news release, Reboot said its “decision comes in light of the new 
present reality caused by the coronavirus,” and cited California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom’s declaration of a state of emergency. 

“The Reboot team is working diligently to reschedule,” the release said, 
adding that anyone who had registered for the $750 conference could 
attend at the new date or get a refund. “Reboot is also exploring the 
possibility of creating online content” from some of the scheduled 
presenters, it added. 

“Reboot feels deeply committed to use this moment to reflect on the 
communal responsibility all of us share to prevent the spread of this 
disease,” the release continued. “Reboot kindly suggests that everyone 
monitor the latest information from the World Health Organization (WHO) 
and the Center for Disease Control (CDC) for guidance regarding 
everyone’s health and safety.” 

2:41 p.m. | Humor in the time of coronavirus 

On Friday, the Jewish community of Raalte in the eastern Netherlands 
shared a video of a French congregant showing off his invention: a kippah 
with elastic bands that can be moved from the top of the wearer’s head to 
cover one’s mouth and nose, like the now ubiquitous face masks being 
worn around the world in the wake of the virus. 



“IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!” the Masorti Jewish Community of Beth 
Shoshanna wrote on its Facebook page two days before Purim, the Jewish 
holiday celebrating the Jewish people’s deliverance from their enemies — 
as well as foolishness and joviality. 

“Due to the coronavirus, we are requesting the male visitors to our 
synagogue services wear their kippahs as seen in the photo. We’re asking 
also the female visitors to wear a kippah in this way, in egalitarian fashion. 
The executive board of the community and the health department of Raalte 
thank you in advance for your cooperation!” the community’s post reads. 

The announcement contains a link to a video of a Jewish man saying in 
French that “I found the solution” while wearing what appears to be a white 
face mask — before he shifts it back to the top of his head and it is revealed 
to be a kippah. 

What is less funny are the shortages of surgical masks, disinfectants and 
other products being reported in the Netherlands and throughout Europe. 
Hospitals in the Netherlands have been instructed to use hygienic masks for 
multiple purposes to conserve their stocks. 

Jewish communities throughout Europe have canceled some events and 
postponed others out of fear of the virus’ spread. The March of the Living 
event, which brings together thousands of Jewish community members 
from across Europe and beyond for a Holocaust commemoration march in 
Auschwitz, Poland, was postponed indefinitely on Friday. 

The European Conference of Rabbis earlier this week warned worshippers 
not to kiss Torah scrolls, mezuzahs or each other, and to avoid shaking 
hands in synagogue. 

The post In Purim coronavirus joke, Dutch synagogue asks congregants to 
wear kippahs over their mouths appeared first on Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency. 

12:04 p.m. | Rabbi from affected congregation speaks out 

“Over the past day or two other members of our congregation were tested 
and found to be positive for the Coronavirus,” Rabbi Reuven Fink wrote to 
his congregation of Young Israel of New Rochelle last night. “I as well found 
out an hour ago that I too am infected with the virus. I can now reassure you 
that it is possible Thank G-d [sic] to get through this virus without a special 
vaccine. I have the virus and am doing reasonably well. But I must caution 
all of you who have had personal contact with me to seek counsel from your 
health practitioner as to how to proceed.” 



He went on to remind his congregation that life — and observance — goes 
on, as much as possible. “As a Shul we must worry about religion,” he 
wrote. “We tried to address in writing what people could do for the 
observance of yahrzeit and recitation of kaddish. We worked out a plan to 
read Zachor on Purim. Daf Yomi was taught online thanks to Chaim 
Jaroslowicz and “ZOOM.” We had two shiurim today given by me and by 
Rabbi Axelrod about Purim topics.” 

Fink emphasized how the crisis has brought out the best in people, and 
urged congregants to comply with the State’s quarantines. “I have heard 
alarming reports that some of our members who should remain in 
quarantine have repeatedly violated it. This, obviously, is irresponsible,” he 
wrote. “It is a Chillul Hashem [desecration of God’s name] and reflects 
poorly on our community. One must think very seriously about the 
consequences of one’s actions - before they act.” 

The rabbi then offered his personal musings about life in quarantine. “There 
are some positive elements that can be found in looking at our predicament. 
It slows down the pace of our frenetic lives. That can be positive. It can give 
us more time with our families. Maybe that book that we never got around to 
reading can be read now. Maybe we always wanted to find time to learn 
Torah. We now have that opportunity. I can’t remember the last time I 
davened without a minyan for shacharis. But my davening this morning was 
much slower than usual. This circumstance certainly gives us the 
opportunity to think. Our attention turns to mortality and our vulnerability. 
We sometimes find ourselves victims of life’s fragility and tentativeness. 
This is one of those times. It can help us to reorient our ultimate goals in 
life. Contemplation is good for the soul.” 

-Avital Chizhik-Goldschmidt 

 


