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Religious conservatives are blaming gay people for coronavirus
COVID-19 is divine punishment for LGBTQ acceptance, according to Rabbi Meir Mazuz and Pastor Steven Andrew
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Rabbi Meir Mazuz and Pastor Steven Andrew

Rather than wash their hands or stockpile toilet roll, some conservative religious figures
have adopted a different strategy to deal with coronavirus: blame the LGBTQ community.

Last week, an Orthodox rabbi in Israel and an American pastor both claimed that
coronavirus was divine punishment for allowing LGBTQ people to exist.

According to the Times of Israel, Rabbi Meir Mazuz claimed over the weekend that
COVID-19 — which was recently declared a global pandemic by the World Health
Organization — was retribution for nations that allow LGBTQ Pride parades.
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Mazuz said Pride is “a parade against nature, and when someone goes against nature,
the one who created nature takes revenge on him.”

As evidence of his claims, Mazuz said that nations are being afflicted with coronavirus for
supporting LGBTQ equality, “except for the Arab countries that don’t have this evil
inclination.”

That statement is false — the WHO currently reports confirmed cases of coronavirus
across the Middle East. Iran in particular has seen one of the worst outbreaks of the
virus, though Mazuz claimed that is because of “their hatred of Israel.”

The Israeli branch of the Anti-Defamation League criticized Mazuz in a statement, calling
it “regrettable that in times like these when the whole world comes together to eradicate
coronavirus, Rabbi Mazuz finds it appropriate to blame the virus’s outbreak on the
LGBTQ community.”

“We harshly condemn his statements and urge him to apologize,” ADL added.

Closer to home, a Christian pastor who declared March to be LGBT Sin Month has
suggested that coronavirus is God trying to “[destroy] LGBT societies.”

Pastor Steven Andrew, who claims to have “shared the Gospel with over 80 million
people,” made the comments in a press release last week, the Advocate reports.

“God’s love shows it is urgent to repent, because the Bible teaches homosexuals lose
their souls and God destroys LGBT societies,” Andrew said. “Obeying God protects the
USA from diseases, such as the coronavirus.”

He added: “Our safety is at stake, since national disobedience of God’s laws brings
danger and diseases, such as coronavirus, but obeying God brings covenant protection.
God protects the USA from danger as the country repents of LGBT, false gods, abortion
and other sins.”
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Andrew recommends that Americans “ask God’s ‘forgiveness’ and ‘confess
homosexuality is sinful.'”

The CDC currently recommends: avoid close contact with people who are sick; cover
your cough or sneeze with a fixed elbow or tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash;
avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands; clean and disinfect
frequently touched objects and surfaces; and wash your hands frequently with hot water
and soap for 20 seconds.

Andrew is no stranger to anti-LGBTQ sentiment. His website features an entire section
dedicated to “25 truths you must know God says about LGBT.”

Needless to say, they’re not flattering, and include additions from Andrew such as, “God
blessed the USA when the founding fathers made laws forbidding homosexual sin.”

Mazuz and Anderson aren’t the first religious conservatives to try to connect LGBTQ
people to coronavirus. In January, a right-wing pastor and broadcaster who was granted
press credentials by the White House claimed that coronavirus was sent by God to
“purge” LGBTQ people.

Rick Wiles, founder of Christian website TruNews, suggested that the spread of COVID-
19 is a plague from God to “purge a lot of sin off this planet,” and called LGBTQ people
“vile” and “disgusting.”

Related:

White House-approved pundit says coronavirus will “purge” gay people

Mike Pence, who oversaw massive spike in HIV as governor, will lead coronavirus
response

Federal court declares South
Carolina's "no promo homo" law
unconstitutional

LGBTQ people are 'particularly vulnerable'
to coronavirus e�ects, advocacy
groups warn

Above and Beyond: Spring Arts
Preview 2020

White House-approved pundit
says coronavirus will "purge" gay
people

Out On the Town: DC arts &
entertainment -- March 12-18

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://www.usa.church/what-does-the-bible-say-about-lgbt/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/01/white-house-approved-pundit-says-coronavirus-will-purge-gay-people/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/01/white-house-approved-pundit-says-coronavirus-will-purge-gay-people/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/02/trump-taps-pence-to-lead-response-to-coronavirus-despite-past-public-health-failures/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/federal-court-declares-south-carolinas-no-promo-homo-law-unconstitutional/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/lgbtq-people-are-particularly-vulnerable-to-coronavirus-effects-coalition-of-organizations-warn/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/above-and-beyond-spring-arts-preview-2020/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/01/white-house-approved-pundit-says-coronavirus-will-purge-gay-people/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/out-on-the-town-dc-arts-entertainment-march-12-18/
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


Food & Friends will continue making deliveries,
despite COVID-19 pandemic

LGBTQ people are ‘particularly vulnerable’ to
coronavirus e�ects, advocacy groups warn

How to Keep Your Community Healthy from the Flu, Common Cold and Coronavirus
(COVID-19)

Read more:

Anti-LGBTQ Republican pardoned by Trump calls gay people ‘perverse’ pedophiles

Exit polls show LGBTQ voters turned out in higher numbers for this year’s Democratic
primary

40 major businesses oppose legislation targeting transgender youth and the LGBTQ
community

Rhuaridh Marr is Metro Weekly's managing editor. He can be reached at
rmarr@metroweekly.com.

Red Bear Brewing Co.'s 1st Anniversary

Avalon Saturdays DJ Battle: Ed Bailey vs Wess

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE...

SCENE

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/food-friends-will-continue-making-deliveries-despite-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/lgbtq-people-are-particularly-vulnerable-to-coronavirus-effects-coalition-of-organizations-warn/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/how-to-keep-your-community-healthy-from-the-flu-common-cold-and-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/anti-lgbtq-republican-pardoned-by-trump-calls-gay-people-perverse-pedophiles/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/exit-polls-show-lgbtq-voters-turned-out-in-higher-numbers-for-this-years-democratic-primary/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/40-major-businesses-oppose-legislation-targeting-transgender-youth-and-the-lgbtq-community/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/food-friends-will-continue-making-deliveries-despite-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/lgbtq-people-are-particularly-vulnerable-to-coronavirus-effects-coalition-of-organizations-warn/
https://www.metroweekly.com/scene/?k=2736
https://www.metroweekly.com/scene/?k=2736
https://www.metroweekly.com/scene/?k=2735
https://www.metroweekly.com/scene/?k=2735
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


Anti-LGBTQ Republican pardoned by Trump calls gay
people ‘perverse’ pedophiles

How to Keep Your Community Healthy from the Flu,
Common Cold and Coronavirus (COVID-19)

One Million Moms calls for boycott of Marvel’s “The
Eternals” for showing same-sex kiss

Joe Biden �nally releases LGBTQ equality plan

Leave a Comment:

Renegades Rugby Social

RuPaul's Drag Race watch Party

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/anti-lgbtq-republican-pardoned-by-trump-calls-gay-people-perverse-pedophiles/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/how-to-keep-your-community-healthy-from-the-flu-common-cold-and-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/one-million-moms-calls-for-boycott-of-marvels-the-eternals-for-showing-same-sex-kiss/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/joe-biden-finally-releases-lgbtq-equality-plan/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/anti-lgbtq-republican-pardoned-by-trump-calls-gay-people-perverse-pedophiles/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/how-to-keep-your-community-healthy-from-the-flu-common-cold-and-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/one-million-moms-calls-for-boycott-of-marvels-the-eternals-for-showing-same-sex-kiss/
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/joe-biden-finally-releases-lgbtq-equality-plan/
https://www.metroweekly.com/scene/?k=2734
https://www.metroweekly.com/scene/?k=2734
https://www.metroweekly.com/scene/?k=2733
https://www.metroweekly.com/scene/?k=2733
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


RELATED ITEMS CONSERVATIVE CORONAVIRUS COVID-19 GAY LGBTQ MEIR MAZUZ PASTOR RABBI RELIGION
STEVEN ANDREW TICKER

"Charlie and the Chocolate Factory"
Apr 7 - Apr 12, 2020

"The Last Ship"
Mar 27 - Apr 2, 2020

» View more events

3 Comments Sort by 

Jen Wentz
God doesn't have to 'try' to do anything! He is in control!
Like · Reply · 23h

KJ Maurice
Hateful stupid F's who are not the least bit following their gods guidance. 

"declared March to be LGBT sin month"!!!? Damn, what did I miss?! 

AND, that preacher is a major closet case what do you want to bet.
Like · Reply · 21h

Jon Parks
Just line em up, and let Trumps AK-15 lovers have at em... I'm over these
bastatrds.... they don't have a god, they have satin, his name is TRUMP...
Like · Reply · 20h · Edited

Facebook Comments Plugin

Oldest

Add a comment...

Ziegfeld's / Secrets 11th Anniversary

Monday Night Skating, Mardi Gras Skate

More Scene

FEATURED EVENTS -- TICKET DISCOUNTS

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://www.metroweekly.com/tag/conservative/
https://www.metroweekly.com/tag/coronavirus/
https://www.metroweekly.com/tag/covid-19/
https://www.metroweekly.com/tag/gay/
https://www.metroweekly.com/tag/lgbtq/
https://www.metroweekly.com/tag/meir-mazuz/
https://www.metroweekly.com/tag/pastor/
https://www.metroweekly.com/tag/rabbi/
https://www.metroweekly.com/tag/religion/
https://www.metroweekly.com/tag/steven-andrew/
https://www.metroweekly.com/tag/ticker/
http://tracking.goldstar.com/aff_c?aff_id=3331&aff_sub=197039&aff_sub3=theater-tickets&aff_sub4=charlie-and-the-chocolate-factory&aff_sub5=washington-dc&offer_id=24&aff_sub2=wp_listings&creative=wp_widget-feature
http://tracking.goldstar.com/aff_c?aff_id=3331&aff_sub=197039&aff_sub3=theater-tickets&aff_sub4=charlie-and-the-chocolate-factory&aff_sub5=washington-dc&offer_id=24&aff_sub2=wp_listings&creative=wp_widget-feature
http://tracking.goldstar.com/aff_c?aff_id=3331&aff_sub=197038&aff_sub3=theater-tickets&aff_sub4=the-last-ship&aff_sub5=washington-dc&offer_id=24&aff_sub2=wp_listings&creative=wp_widget-feature
http://tracking.goldstar.com/aff_c?aff_id=3331&aff_sub=197038&aff_sub3=theater-tickets&aff_sub4=the-last-ship&aff_sub5=washington-dc&offer_id=24&aff_sub2=wp_listings&creative=wp_widget-feature
https://www.metroweekly.com/discounts
https://www.facebook.com/jen.wentz.12
https://www.facebook.com/kj.maurice.16
https://www.facebook.com/beachboyde
https://www.facebook.com/jen.wentz.12
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/religious-conservatives-are-blaming-gay-people-for-coronavirus/?fb_comment_id=2820518488065316_2820920348025130
https://www.facebook.com/kj.maurice.16
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/religious-conservatives-are-blaming-gay-people-for-coronavirus/?fb_comment_id=2820518488065316_2821056454678186
https://www.facebook.com/beachboyde
https://www.metroweekly.com/2020/03/religious-conservatives-are-blaming-gay-people-for-coronavirus/?fb_comment_id=2820518488065316_2821085591341939
https://developers.facebook.com/products/social-plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?app_id=118031275134&channel=https%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D46%23cb%3Df256969e1e45314%26domain%3Dwww.metroweekly.com%26origin%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.metroweekly.com%252Ff181f15ad5a7948%26relation%3Dparent.parent&container_width=659&height=100&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.metroweekly.com%2F2020%2F03%2Freligious-conservatives-are-blaming-gay-people-for-coronavirus%2F&locale=en_US&numposts=8&sdk=joey&version=v5.0&width=550
https://www.metroweekly.com/scene/?k=2732
https://www.metroweekly.com/scene/?k=2732
https://www.metroweekly.com/scene/?k=2731
https://www.metroweekly.com/scene/?k=2731
https://www.metroweekly.com/scene/
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


Washington's LGBTQ Magazine 

1775 I Street NW, Suite 1150 
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 638-6830 
About Us page

Follow Us: 
· Facebook 
· Twitter 
· Flipboard 
· YouTube 
· Instagram 
· RSS News | RSS Scene

Select Month

Copyright © 2019 Jansi LLC.

METRO WEEKLY ARCHIVES

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Be the first of your friends to like this

Metro Weekly
30,146 likes

Like Page Sign Up

Archived Magazine PDFs Visitors Guide to DC Site Map Support MW RSS Feed

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING OUR SPONSORS

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

tel:2026386830
https://www.metroweekly.com/about/
https://www.facebook.com/MetroWeekly
https://www.twitter.com/metroweekly
http://flip.it/FAFuHW
https://www.youtube.com/metroweekly
https://www.instagram.com/metroweekly/
https://www.metroweekly.com/feed/
https://www.metroweekly.com/xml/scene.rss
https://www.facebook.com/MetroWeekly/
https://www.facebook.com/MetroWeekly/
https://www.facebook.com/MetroWeekly/
https://www.metroweekly.com/archive/
http://www.mwxo.com/
https://www.metroweekly.com/about/site-map/
https://www.metroweekly.com/support-metro-weekly/
https://www.metroweekly.com/feed/
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf

