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SUMO/ Wrestlers fight to lift competitive spirit at tourney
without fans
THE ASAHI SHIMBUN

Wrestlers in the makuuchi top division enter the ring to perform a ceremonial ritual at Edion Arena
Osaka on the first day of the Spring Grand Sumo Tournament on March 8. (Yuki Shibata)

OSAKA--Like many other sumo wrestlers, Enho's biggest opponent on the opening day of the
first tournament held behind closed doors in 75 years on March 8 was himself.

What's New

Recommended

Experts give tips on how
infection on packed train

Shock, horror: Koshien s
latest victim of virus

Typhoons cut Fukushim
created hotspots

Ghosn: Japan’s biggest ple

This special page portrays th
Carlos Ghosn and the twists 

TOP Japan News Politics Business Sports Culture Travel

Search

SUMO/ Wrestlers fight to lift competitive spirit at tourney without fans :... http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13199642

1 di 3 11/03/2020, 16:20



“It’s like I can’t raise my fighting spirit,” said the fan-favorite Enho, a maegashira No. 4, of
the bouts at an eerily empty Edion Arena Osaka without spectators due to the COVID-19
outbreak.

“It made me wonder what I’m fighting for,” he said. Enho lost on the first day to Mitakeumi, a
maegashira No. 3.

Confusion and mixed emotions filled the minds of wrestlers as the Spring Grand Sumo
Tournament got under way.

At the start, Japan Sumo Association Chairman Hakkaku stood in the middle of the dohyo
ring and spoke to the nationwide audience watching through a live TV broadcast.

“We will make every possible effort to pull through the next 15 days, hoping the power of
sumo provides courage and inspiration to people not only in Japan but also worldwide and
helps bring peace and quiet back to the world,” he said.

Usually, the JSA chairman makes the opening speech of a tournament with yokozuna and
wrestlers belonging to sanyaku, the three highest ranks below yokozuna, in attendance.

But Hakkaku decided to bring all the wrestlers belonging to the top makuuchi division and
stablemasters who are in charge of determining the rankings in the ring, to convey a united
front.

NOT BUSINESS AS USUAL

To safeguard against the coronavirus, public transportation was out.

Instead, many wrestlers shared a taxi to travel to the arena from their stables. Some ended up
arriving several hours before their bouts.

Re-entry into the arena was not allowed, so dressing rooms were crowded with assistants
waiting for wrestlers’ arrival at certain times of the day.

At the yokozuna's ring-entering ceremony, spectators shout, “yoisho!” every time the
yokozuna stamps his feet.

But on this day, only the heavy sounds of yokozuna stamping his feet echoed in the arena
void of any spectators, except for some JSA members and media and broadcast members.

When an objection to the referee’s decision comes from the ringside judges, the judges
huddle together, then a chief judge announces to the fans over a microphone, “Let me explain
about the discussion we just had.”

Fans always respond to the ruling with an assortment of boos and cheers.

There was none of that on opening day.

Videos

Learning English

Light and Darkness broug
Carlos Ghosn

This special page reviews wh
former Nissan Motor Co. cha
left during his 19 years in Ja

From Ichiro

Baseball star Ichiro Suzuki h
much to say on March 21, th
hung up his spikes.

The Paradise Papers

This special page details how
journalists uncovered shady
transactions through Bermu
other tax havens.

Transform through SDGs

Here are reports about effor
Japan and abroad to achieve
U.N. sustainable developme

Transient workers change fa
nuclear plant host town

It moves! Giant Gundam co
alive in 1st test of steel skele

Cast-iron urinals ward off
vandals brandishing crowba

SUMO/ Wrestlers fight to lift competitive spirit at tourney without fans :... http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13199642

2 di 3 11/03/2020, 16:20



Share Tweet

list

Pr int

All wrestlers will be required to check their body temperatures each day of the tournament.
There were no wrestlers who asked to withdraw due to a fever on opening day.

If a wrestler tests positive for COVID-19, the JSA will immediately abort the tournament.

“We just finished the first day. That’s all,” said a grim-faced yokozuna Hakuho, after easily
beating komusubi Endo, another fan favorite.
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