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Muslims in risk groups can perform Friday prayers at home: Diyanet
Turkey’s Religious Affairs Directorate said on March 13 that instead of attending weekly collective mosque prayers on
Fridays, Muslims in the high risk group can pray at home amid coronavirus concerns. Underscoring that Friday prayers
were a must for every obliged person, the statement said that various justi�cations could excuse a person from the
congregation, including danger to life, property or health.
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Diyanet head Ali Erbaş.

Anadolu Agency
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Instead of attending weekly collective mosque prayers on Fridays, Muslims in the high risk group can pray at home, Turkey’s highest
religious body said on March 13 amid heightened concerns that such events could speed up the spread of the novel coronavirus.

The supreme council of religious affairs announced that Muslim members of high-risk groups living in countries with a COVID-19
outbreak could perform their noon prayers at home instead of attending Friday prayers at a mosque, as is normally mandated.
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In a written statement released by the Religious Affairs Directorate (Diyanet), the council cited the World Health Organization’s
(WHO) announcement that the virus had become a global pandemic.
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Underscoring that Friday prayers were a must for every obliged person, the statement said that various justi�cations could excuse a
person from the congregation, including danger to life, property or health.
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Uşaklıgil’s take on the Ottoman Empire
Luke Frostick writes: As secretary to the sultan, Uşaklıgil had a ringside seat
to many of the political machinations and crises of the day. In this
collection of writings, Uşaklıgil is more interested in the daily business of
the palace and the people he meets there. Special credit should be given to
the translator Douglas Scott Brookes. Translating such an important writer as
Halid Ziya Uşaklıgil is a hard job at the best of times and doing it from
Ottoman Turkish more so.

Book Review
 Books

Columns

After originating in Wuhan, China last December, the virus has spread to at least 118 countries and territories.

The global death toll stands at nearly 5,000, with over 132,500 con�rmed cases.

 Topics
Coronavirus / coronavirus death toll / coronavirus deaths / coronavirus in Turkey / coronavirus infections / coronavirus outbreak
/ coronavirus panic / coronavirus quarantine / coronavirus test kit / coronavirus turkey / Diyanet / Friday prayers / Islam /
Muslims / Religion / Turkey / Turkish

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://www.duvarenglish.com/books/2020/03/14/usakligils-take-on-the-ottoman-empire/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/all/books/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/coronavirus/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/coronavirus-death-toll/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/coronavirus-deaths/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/coronavirus-in-turkey/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/coronavirus-infections/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/coronavirus-panic/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/coronavirus-quarantine/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/coronavirus-test-kit/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/coronavirus-turkey/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/diyanet/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/friday-prayers/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/islam/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/muslims/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/religion/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/turkey/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/topics/turkish/
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


Zafer Yörük

The OdaTV affair: Hidden headlines

Can Selçuki

Turks don’t trust anyone

Uğur Gürses

Turkey’s new DEVA party seeks consensus
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Paul Benjamin Osterlund

Istanbul and Berlin: Two kinetic energies

Kenan Behzat Sharpe

‘The Protector’s accidental relevance with the Coronavirus
outbreak

Former Erdoğan ally Babacan launches DEVA party
Former deputy prime minister Ali Babacan launched his long-awaited
Democracy and Progress Party (DEVA) in a ceremony that was marked by
emphasis on freedoms in Turkey. "It breaks our hearts to see that our
country keeps losing ground in all areas. The people are worried about their
future. The people of this country have been saddened and hurt over the
past few years. Everything was taken away from them, but they showed
patience," Babacan said.
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US consulate employee faces up to 15 years in prison
in Turkey
Metin Topuz, a Turkish citizen who worked as a liaison for the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) in Istanbul, faces up to 15 years in prison
over being a member of the Gülen movement. Topuz has repeatedly rejected
the allegations. "I have no contact with any of the organizations or
individuals of FETÖ," Topuz told the court in the hearing on March 10.

Turkish Foreign Ministry summons Greek envoy amid
migration crisis
Turkey's Foreign Ministry summoned the Greek ambassador to Ankara, who
was told that Greece must stop "violations of Turkish waters and the
detention of journalists," state-run Anadolu Agency said. The journalists
were reporting on the humanitarian situation of migrants in Lesbos and
Rhodes islands, Anadolu Agency said, without elaborating.
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Istanbul City Theater actors reinstated after nearly four
years
Some 13 actors who were laid off from their jobs at the Istanbul Municipality
City Theater were reinstated after three years and seven months. The actors
were laid off during the state of emergency declared after the botched coup
attempt of July 15, 2016 in an attempt to cleanse state institutions of
supporters of U.S-based Islamic cleric Fethullah Gülen, Ankara's top suspect
for the failed takeover.

Kurds key to peace in Middle East, PKK leader says
from prison
Kurds are the key to a solution in the Middle East, namely Syria, said
founder and leader of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) Abdullah Öcalan on
March 4 in what was the �rst meeting he's had with his brother in eight
months. "There's a two-legged table in Turkey. You have to be the other leg,

 Culture

 Politics
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the table won't tip over if it has three legs," Öcalan reportedly told his
brother.

Erdoğan asks Putin to jointly manage oil �elds in
Syria’s Deir al-Zor
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan said he asked his Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin to jointly manage oil �elds in eastern Syria's Deir
al-Zor region. Erdoğan said Putin was evaluating the offer, which the Turkish
president said he made during talks in Moscow last week, adding that he
could make the same offer to U.S. President Donald Trump. "Instead of
terrorists bene�ting here, we would have the opportunity to rebuild Syria
from the revenues of this [oil �eld]," he said.

Pentagon rules out air support to Turkey in Idlib
Pentagon Chief Mark Esper has ruled out air support for Turkey in Syria's
Idlib. He also con�rmed that he has spoken to NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg about the situation in Syria and that NATO was prepared for

 Syria

 Diplomacy

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://www.duvarenglish.com/diplomacy/2020/03/10/erdogan-asks-putin-to-jointly-manage-oil-fields-in-syrias-deir-al-zor/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/diplomacy/2020/03/03/pentagon-rules-out-air-support-to-turkey-in-idlib/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/diplomacy/2020/03/10/erdogan-asks-putin-to-jointly-manage-oil-fields-in-syrias-deir-al-zor/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/all/diplomacy/
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


anything that might happen. Asked what he told his Turkish counterpart
Hulusi Akar during their recent phone call, Esper said the message was that
"Russians aren't always good partners."

Only 31 percent of Turks approve of Turkish military’s
presence in Idlib
Only 30.7 percent of Turks see the Turkish military presence in Syria's Idlib
as a "necessity," according to recent survey. Asked if the presence of Turkish
military in Idlib is a “necessity,” 30.7 percent of the survey participants said
“Yes,” while 48.8 percent said “No” and 20.5 percent chose the option of “I
do not have an opinion/No answer.”

Halkbank hearing adjourned at defense team’s request

 Politics

 Economics
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A hearing scheduled for March 3 in the case against Turkey's state-owned
Halkbank has been adjourned. In a letter to Judge Berman, the bank's lawyer
Andrew Hruska asked for more time to obtain a written authorization from
Halkbank indicating that he has been given permission by the bank's
general manager to enter a plea on its behalf.

Cameroonian man ‘wrapped in stretch �lm’ on Turkish
Airlines �ight
Cameroonian David Eboutou has said that he was wrapped in a stretch �lm
in a Turkish Airlines �ight. "They wrapped me in a way that I couldn't move. I
had dif�culty breathing. Three of�cers put me in a wheelchair and took me
to the plane heading to Yaounde," Eboutou said. Following Eboutou's claims,
Turkish Interior Ministry released a statement, saying that two inspectors
were assigned to look into the issue.
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Turkey exempts citizens of 11 countries from tourist
visas
Turkey has exempted citizens of 11 European countries from tourist visas for
visits under 90 days and no more often than once every 180 days. The
exemption will be applicable for tourist travel and transit passage.

EU sanctions top Turkish Petroleum executives for East
Mediterranean drilling
The European Union will be imposing sanctions on two top executives from
Turkish Petroleum (TPAO) for the country's drilling activities in the east
Mediterranean that it deemed illegal, the Of�cial Journal of the EU said on
Feb. 27. Vice President Mehmet Ferruh Akalın and Deputy Director of the
Exploration Department Ali Coşkun Namoğlu will see their EU assets frozen
and be forbidden to travel in EU countries.

 Economics
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Former EP Turkey rapporteur criticizes EU for failing to
uphold 2016 migrant deal
The European Parliament's former Turkey rapporteur, Kati Piri, has said in a
statement on Twitter that the European Union failed to uphold its end of
the 2016 migrant deal with Turkey after several EU countries have criticized
Ankara's recent move to ease border restrictions.

Russia, Turkey may have carried out war crimes in
Syria, UN says
The UN has said that actions of Turkey and Russia in Syria may amount to
war crimes in a report covering the period from July 2019 to February 2020.
The report called on Turkey to investigate whether it carried out an air
strike on a civilian convoy near Ras al Ain that killed 11 people last October.
Turkey has denied a role in the strike, which the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said was conducted by Turkish aircraft.

 Diplomacy
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Merkel accuses Erdoğan of pressuring EU on ‘back of
refugees’
German Chancellor Merkel has criticized Turkey's move to ease border
restrictions and accused Turkish President Erdoğan of pressuring the EU “on
the back of the refugees." Meanwhile, EU interior ministers will hold an
extraordinary meeting on March 4 to discuss the situation at the EU's
border.

Turkish, Dutch narcotic forces recover over 2.3 tons of
heroin in joint operation
Over 2 tons and 384 kilos of heroin were seized by Turkey's narcotic police
and its Dutch counterpart in an international operation carried out in �ve
countries, Turkish Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu told CNN Türk on March
4.

 Diplomacy

 Domestic

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://www.duvarenglish.com/diplomacy/2020/03/02/eu-interior-ministers-to-discuss-turkey-border-situation-on-march-4/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/domestic/2020/03/05/turkish-dutch-narcotic-forces-recover-over-2-3-tons-of-heroin-in-joint-operation/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/all/diplomacy/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/all/domestic/
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


Istanbul Governor bans anti-war rhetoric until March 10
The Istanbul Governor's Of�ce has banned anti-war rhetoric, meetings and
propaganda until March 10 to ensure "peace and safety in the city." The
of�cial statement from the governor's of�ce said that such ideology could
lead to public unrest amid the government's military operations in Idlib.

Turkey’s intellectuals call for retreat in Syria after Idlib
attack
Over 60 intellectuals from Turkey have signed a petition calling for military
retreat in Northern Syria and for troops to return home after 36 soldiers
were killed in Idlib Feb. 27. Among the intellectuals are academics, authors,
journalists and artists.

 Human Rights

 Idlib
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Russia says Turkey trying to push 130,000 refugees
from Syria into Greece
Russian Defense Ministry has accused Turkey of trying to push 130,000
refugees from Syria into Greece. The two thirds of these refugees - that
Turkey is pushing from temporary camps in Syria - are Afghans, Iraqis and
Africans, not Syrians, it said.

Istanbul municipality to hold design competition to
reshape Taksim Square
The Istanbul municipality is holding a design competition to reshape the
city's iconic Taksim Square. The square at central Istanbul has lost its
historic fabric after being turned into a concrete-covered place in recent
years.

 Diplomacy
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Turkish think tank warns against possible cases of
Alan Kurdi if refugee crossings increase
The president of İGAM, an Ankara-based immigration think tank, has warned
against possible cases of Alan Kurdi in the Aegean Sea if refugee crossings
are to increase following Turkey's statement that it will no longer stop
refugees from reaching Europe.

EU says Turkey letting migrants through ‘cannot be’
answer to Syria war
The European Union's chief executive, Ursula von der Leyen, expressed
sympathy with Turkey over the con�ict in Syria on March 2 but said Ankara

 Human Rights

 Migration
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deciding to let refugees and migrants through to Europe "cannot be" the
answer. "I acknowledge that Turkey is in a dif�cult situation with regards to
the refugees and the migrants. But what we see now cannot be an answer or
solution," she told a news conference.

US sanctions Turkish company for supporting Iran
missile program
The U.S. has imposed new sanctions on Turkish company Eren Carbon
Graphite Industrial Trading Co Ltd. because of its support for Iran's missile
program. "These measures underscore that Iran’s missile program remains a
signi�cant proliferation concern," the State Department said Feb. 25, adding
that it is "consistent with our efforts to use all available measures to
prevent Iran from advancing its missile capabilities."

Felicity Party MP Cihangir İslam resigns from party

 Diplomacy

 Politics
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Cihangir İslam, a deputy of the Islamist Felicity Party, has resigned from his
party, increasing the number of independent legislators in the Turkish
parliament to seven.

Former anti-ISIS envoy McGurk urges US to not
abandon SDF
Brett McGurk, former special presidential envoy for the global coalition to
counter ISIS, told Rudaw that the U.S. should not abandon the YPG-led
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). Praising the group's role in �ghting ISIS,
McGurk said that the world needs to know the SDF's efforts in keeping
jihadist prisoners in camps in al-Hol and other parts of northern Syria.

 Syria
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Group protests outside Russian mission after Idlib
attack
A group of people on early Feb. 28 protested outside the Russian Consulate
General in Istanbul against an attack that targeted Turkish troops in
northwestern Idlib, Syria. “The whole world knows that Russia and [Syrian]
regime forces were behind the attack,” said Sezgin Çelik, one of the
protesters.

Being a rich socialist shouldn’t be enough to save
Kavala, Erdoğan says
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan said on Feb. 26 that being a rich socialist
shouldn't be enough to save prominent human rights activist Osman Kavala,
as he commented on the Gezi Park trial. "Gezi is a betrayal against this
country," Erdoğan said, while claiming that Kavala has pictures with
"terrorist organizations." A day earlier, European Parliament called on Turkey
to release Kavala and former HDP co-chair Selahattin Demirtaş.

 Human Rights
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Quarantine period over for Turkish citizens from Wuhan
A 14-day quarantine was lifted for Turkish citizens that were brought from
Wuhan to Ankara with a cargo plane, Turkey's Health Minister Fahrettin Koca
said on Feb. 14. He added that no trace of the virus was detected in any of
the patients that were placed under quarantine. Koca also said that Turkey is
manufacturing coronavirus detection kits in accordance with World Health
Organization standards and that some countries have already stated a
demand for the kit.

In major reshuf�e, Turkey’s pro-Kurdish HDP renews 80
pct of its party assembly
The HDP has renewed 80 percent of its party assembly during its fourth
congress in the capital Ankara on Feb. 23. The reshuf�e stemmed from the
party's strict two-term rule, which led to former co-chair Selahattin
Demirtaş, who has been in jail since Nov. 4, 2016 to be left out as well. The
new party assembly also included 12 lawmakers, including Meral Danış
Beştaş, Garo Paylan, Feleknas Uca and Filiz Kerestecioğlu.
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72 percent of Turkey’s Kurds want Kurdish to be
recognized as of�cial language
According to a recent research conducted in Turkey's eight eastern and
southeastern provinces, Kurdish parents mostly speak in Turkish with their
children. Majority of these parents want Kurdish to be included as a
language of instruction in public schools and 72 percent of them want the
government to recognize Kurdish as an of�cial language besides Turkish.

Turkey among top 10 countries to use social media
networks
Turkey is among the top 10 countries to use social media networks
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, a survey by London-based social media
company We Are Social revealed.
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Court bans access to satirical magazine’s cartoon about
Minister Albayrak
A Turkish court has banned access to the online version of a cartoon by
Leman which makes a reference to Finance Minister Berat Albayrak's land
purchase on the route of the controversial Kanal Istanbul project. Leman's
Jan. 22-dated cover depicts Bayrak as he stands along the route of the Kanal
project and utters his famous phrase of “Here is very important.”

We are struggling to respond to criticism, AKP
members tell Erdoğan
AKP members have told President Erdoğan that they are struggling to
respond to criticisms directed towards the party, as they commented on the
parties of Babacan and Davutoğlu. "We are still at the point that we were at
when we founded our party. Those who left are gone. Everyone chose their
own destiny," Erdoğan told lawmakers, while criticizing the deputies for
acting passive.
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Turkey’s former president suggests returning to
parliamentary system
Turkey's former President Abdullah Gül has suggested returning to a
parliamentary system. "I would prefer a fully democratic parliamentary
system," Gül said, while voicing support for Ali Babacan. "I, of course, support
him and his party. I trust and think highly of Babacan's character, education,
knowledge and wording in politics," Gül said.

Captain of crashed Pegasus �ight arrested
An Istanbul court has ordered the arrest of the captain pilot of a plane that
skidded off the runway earlier this month at an Istanbul airport and killed
three passengers. The pilot faces charges of “involuntary manslaughter and
causing injury."
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Ma�a leader says he was ordered to kill Hrant Dink
Jailed ma�a leader Kürşat Yılmaz said that he was shown a picture of
Armenian-Turkish journalist Hrant Dink in the past in order for him to
murder Dink. "İsmail Issız, Ömer Küçükyurt and Hüseyin Albay came to me
for the murder. I don't remember who but one of them showed me a picture
of Dink and said, 'Murder him too. We will protect you,'" he said.

Former employee claims Philips aided US in spying on
Turkey
Cryptographer Cees Jensen, who worked for Philips in the past, told Dutch
outlet Vpro that Philips, at the request of the CIA, enabled the U.S. to spy

 Hrant Dink
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on Turkey during the 1970's and 80's by weakening encryption devices that
the country used for secure communication. In a statement, Philips said that
the company has not been able to �nd any information regarding this issue
in their archives.

Sarraj con�rms Turkey sent Syrian mercenaries to Libya
The head of Libya's U.N.-recognized government has con�rmed previous
reports that Turkey sent allied Syrian �ghters to the warn-struck country as
part of its military support for the embattled government in Tripoli. “Yes,
there are now Syrians here,” Fayez al-Sarraj said.

Police detain ISIS executioner working for a natural gas
company in Turkey
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Turkish police have detained an ISIS executioner working for a natural gas
company in the İnegöl district of the northwestern province of Bursa. İnegöl
police received a tip on Y.A.A., who was among the leaders of ISIS in al
Mayadin and al Bukamal regions of Syria's Deir ez-Zor, being in the district
and carried out a raid, detaining him at a construction site.

Erdoğan urges AKP deputies to have at least three
children
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan has urged deputies of his ruling Justice and
Development Party (AKP) to have at least three children. "You stick with
having one child. I'm saying at least three. I don't want one child for the
vitality of our country," he said, before turning to the deputies with a single
child to ask, "Am I right?"
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Detention warrants issued for more than 750 suspects
over Gülen links
Detention warrants were issued for more than 750 people over their
suspected links to the movement of the U.S.-based Islamic preacher
Fethullah Gülen. Gülen movement, an ally-turned-foe of the ruling Justice
and Development Party (AKP), is widely believed to have been behind the
July 15, 2016 failed coup attempt.

Turkey population tops 83 million, with Istanbul 27
times more dense than average
Turkey's population has increased by about 1.5 million and reached
83,154,997 citizens in 2019, the Turkish Statistical Institute said. While
Istanbul remains the most populated city with over 15 million residents, the
metropolis also has a population density of about 27 times the national
average. The number of people per square kilometer is 108 nationally,
whereas the same �gure for Istanbul is 2,987.
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Turkey’s competition authority �nes Google 98 million
liras
Turkey's Competition Board has ultimately �ned tech giant Google 98.3
million Turkish liras for violating the terms of fair competition due to unfair
access to advertisement space. Last March, the board opened an
investigation into claims that Google uses abusive tactics to quash its rivals.

Renowned novelist Aslı Erdoğan acquitted of terrorism
charges in media trial
An Istanbul court has acquitted renowned novelist Aslı Erdoğan of the
charge of membership of an armed "terror organization" for writing for pro-
Kurdish daily Özgür Gündem that has since been shut-down. The court also
acquitted Erdoğan’s colleagues Bilge Aykut and Necmiye Alpay. The trial
against other co-defendants, including human rights lawyer Eren Keskin, is
to continue.
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Germany approves new arms exports to Turkey
The German economy ministry said in its answer to a recent parliamentary
question that the government has authorized arms exports to Turkey, Qatar,
the UAE and Egypt worth 4.3 million euros during the period of Jan. 1 – Feb.
4. The Left Party’s ("Die Linke") MP Sevim Dağdelen has criticized Germany's
move, saying: “Arms exports to countries involved in the Libya war should
completely end.”

Turkish court acquits dismissed HDP mayor Ahmet Türk
A Mardin court has acquitted veteran Kurdish politician Ahmet Türk and
Necla Yıldırım of charges that had previously led to their dismissal
respectively as Mardin mayor and Mazıdağı district mayor. The investigations
against Türk and Yıldırım were launched after they attended a funeral
ceremony of a YPG member in 2015.
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Nearly 9 people commit suicide everyday in Turkey
Main opposition Republican People's Party (CHP) deputy leader Aykut
Erdoğdu said that 8.6 people commit suicide on average everyday in Turkey
mostly due to �nancial reasons. "The government is responsible if people
commit suicide because their children are hungry or because they are
unemployed," Erdoğdu said, as he accused the government of blessing death.

Gov’t-appointed trustee to close down art house in
Urla
An Urla art house hosting photo exhibitions will be closed down as of the
end of February, in line with a decision taken by the government-appointed
trustee. The elected mayor of the district was removed from duty on Dec 18,
2019 over alleged links to the Gülen network.
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Istanbul prosecutor seeks up to 15 years in jail for
journalist Deniz Yücel
An Istanbul prosecutor has presented his �nal sentencing opinion regarding
the case of Deniz Yücel, demanding a prison sentence of up to 15 years and
three months in jail for the journalist. Yücel was jailed in Turkey from
February 2017 to February 2018. After his release, he returned back to
Germany.

‘Oligarch from Ankara’ becomes Russia’s richest person
Russian oligarch Vladimir Potanin who grew up in Ankara was named the
richest person in Russia by Forbes Magazine. Often dubbed "the Oligarch
from Ankara" for the time he spent there while his father served as USSR
Embassy's trade attaché, Potanin has an estimated worth of $25 billion.
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Syrian gov’t recognizes Armenian genocide
Syria's parliament has backed a resolution condemning the mass killings of
Armenians by the Ottoman Turks in 1915 as genocide, in a move that came
amid increased tensions between Ankara and Damascus in Idlib. In the past,
Syria allowed the recognition of the genocide inside the country, but the
government did not of�cially recognize it due to ties with Ankara.

Free Web Turkey platform established to combat
internet censorship
The Media and Law Studies Association (MLSA), in conjunction with the
Social Information and Communication Association (TBİD) and the

 Syria
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Alternative Information Association (Altbilişim) and other organizations have
established the Free Web Turkey platform in an effort to combat and create
awareness regarding online censorship in the country.

Greek EU lawmaker sanctioned over tearing up Turkish
�ag
Greek far-right MEP Lagos has been suspended from joining the European
Parliament's activities for four days and deprived of seven days of daily
allowance after tearing up a paper copy of the Turkish �ag during a session
in January.

US court denies Turkey’s request to dismiss protesters’
suit over DC attack

 World
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A U.S. federal court has denied a request made by Turkey to dismiss a civil
suit by protesters who were violently beaten while staging a demonstration
against Turkish President Erdoğan in Washington D.C. in 2017, The Hills has
reported. “Defendant Turkey points to no indication that an attack by the
protesters was imminent,” US District Judge Kollar-Kotelly wrote in her
judgement.

Erdoğan pardons man convicted of taking part in
burning 35 people alive
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan has pardoned Ahmet Turan Kılıç, who was
sentenced to aggravated life imprisonment over the Sivas Massacre, which
took place when a mob set the Madımak Hotel in the Central Anatolian
province of Sivas on �re on July 2, 1993, killing 33 intellectuals and two
hotel personnel. Erdoğan lifted the 86-year-old man's sentence due to the
health problems that he has been suffering from.
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Couple denied French citizenship over political
commitment to Turkey
Murat Büyük, who has been living in France for the past 43 years, was
denied citizenship last month after French authorities said that his loyalty
to France can't be guaranteed. Shortly after, Büyük's wife Şerife Büyük's
application was also denied. "Since you are his wife, you have a common
living space, you can't deny his political commitment that you support
indirectly," the letter sent to Şerife Büyük read.

Vienna bus drivers from Turkey laid off for nationalist
hand sign
Four bus drivers in Vienna were laid off after getting caught signing the
nationalist gesture "Grey Wolf" on surveillance footage. The sign, often
associated with the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP), was banned by
Austrian legislature in 2018 as part of an effort to "combat extremism."
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Istanbul police detain 16 in operation against Russian
ma�a
Istanbul police have detained 16 people in an operation carried out against
members of a Russian criminal organization after determining that they
arrived in the city to murder another gang leader. During the raids, the
leader of the Russian group, Andri Malyi, two Ukrainians, one Russian, four
Georgians and eight Azerbaijanis were detained. Police seized one
Kalashnikov ri�e, 11 pistols and plenty of bullets in the operation.

Foundation led by Erdoğan’s daughter buys Muhammad
Ali estate in Chicago
A foundation led by President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan's daughter Esra
Albayrak has bought the estate of iconic boxer Muhammad Ali in Chicago,
Illinois.
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Turkey tops ECHR list in freedom of expression
violations in 2019
Turkey was the subject of the highest number of judgments regarding
violations of freedom of expression in 2019, the European Court of Human
Rights’ annual activity report revealed on Jan. 29. Among the total 68
judgements in which the court has found a violation of freedom of
expression under Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights,
35 were �led by citizens of Turkey.

Geologist: Istanbul earthquake magnitude will be at
least 7.2
Following the deadly earthquake in the province of Elazığ that killed 41
people last month, geologist and earthquake expert Dr. Naci Görür wrote in
a series of tweets that the expected major Istanbul earthquake will be at
least a 7.2 on the Richter scale, with an epicenter in the Kumburgaz area of
the western suburb of Büyükçekmece.
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Boeing’s responsibility ‘buried’ in safety report on fatal
2009 Turkish Airlines crash
The manufacturer Boeing had fault in the crash of a Boeing 737-NG from the
Turkish Airlines �eet in 2009, The New York Times reported. The aircraft was
an earlier version of the Boeing 737-Max, the grounded plane that killed 346
people in crashes in Indonesia and Malaysia. Expert reports that are
unavailable to the public revealed "risky design choices and faulty safety
assessments" on the part of Boeing.

Turkey’s youth unemployment surges to highest rate in
six years
The unemployment rate among Turkey's young population, ages 15 to 24, has
surged to 25 percent in December of 2019, higher than the past six years'
rates, the Turkish Statistical Institute (TÜİK) revealed March 10. The average
unemployment rate has also risen from 2018 to reach 13.7 percent.
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Volkswagen again delays auto factory in Turkey
German automaker Volkswagen has once again delayed plans to establish a
factor producing its vehicles in Turkey.The factory was previously delayed
last October amid Turkey's Operation Peace Spring into northeastern Syria,
where Turkish armed forces alongside Ankara-backed Syrian rebel squads
drove out the Kurdish People's Protection Forces (YPG) from territory it
controlled in the region.

Gas tax increase will bring Turkey extra 5 billion liras
in annual income
Turkey's most recent increase of its special consumption tax on gas and
diesel fuel will bring an estimated �ve billion Turkish Liras of annual income.
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With a 0,18 TL/litre increase on the tax, it is now 2,52 TL/litre for gas and
2,05 TL/litre for diesel fuel.

Turkey’s negative interest rates hurt investor trust,
credit rating giant warns
International credit rating giant Moody's warned Turkey that negative real
interest rates could hurt the Turkish Central Bank's credibility and lower
investors' trust. The practice of having interest rates on loans that are lower
than the in�ation rate, negative real interest rates make Turkey more
hazardous rather than risk-averse for investors, Moody's added.

Turkish Central Bank’s foreign currency reserves fall
$2.45 billion in one week
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The Turkish Central Bank has announced its foreign currency reserves
declined by $2.45 billion to $73.19 billion in the week ending on Feb. 21.
State banks buying liras and selling dollars in an apparent attempt to prop
up Turkey’s currency is seen by many investors as a reason for a gradual
drain on the Central Bank’s foreign currency reserves in recent months.

Gold, dollar prices surge to record levels amid
coronavirus outbreak
The gold and dollar exchange rates in Turkey surged to record highs Feb. 24,
dropping again on Feb. 25 after markets opened and traders started to sell.
Dollar prices rose as high as 6.16 TL during the day, marking a new high for
the last 9 months. The price of 1 ounce of gold reached $1,688, and the
price of one gram of gold reached a record price of 334 TL.

 Economics

 Health

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://www.duvarenglish.com/economy/2020/02/25/gold-dollar-prices-surge-to-record-levels-amid-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/all/economy/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/all/health-2/
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


Turkey bans import of e-cigarette products
Turkey on Feb. 25 banned the import of e-cigarettes and related products,
announcing the decision in the country's Of�cial Gazette. The ban covers all
kinds of products used in e-cigarettes including devices, accessories, spare
parts and solutions.

Borsa Istanbul to remove double zeros from indices
Borsa Istanbul will remove two zeros from its indices on April 27, it said on
Feb. 19. The stock exchange will test this move in several phases. "Planned
go live date is April 27, 2020 and the index values will continue to be shown
in two decimal places. Contract sizes will be decreased to 10 from 100. Price
ticks for futures will be increased to 0.25 from 0.025," it noted.
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Turkey’s top banking authority further lowers swap
limit by 15 percent
Turkey's Banking Regulation and Supervision Agency (BDDK) ruled that
Turkish banks are allowed to swap only 10 percent of their legal capital. In
August 2018, The BDDK had already lowered the limit of swaps, futures,
forwards and options with a foreign currency and a Turkish Lira leg to 25
percent of the banks’ legal capital.

Turkish bank accounts currently holding $224.7 billion
of foreign currency
The total amount of Turkish lira held in bank accounts in Turkey reached
the 1.2 trillion TL mark, while accounts denominated for foreign currency
held $224.7 billion, according to recent Central Bank �gures pertaining to
the week ending on January 31. The amount of consumer credit stood at
460.5 billion TL, while the amount of installment commercial loans totaled
379.5 billion TL. More than a third of the consumer credit, 188.8 billion TL,
pertained to mortgage and housing loans.
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HSBC considering exit from Turkey, says report
HSBC is considering selling its Turkey business amid concerns about the
country’s volatile currency and economic outlook, sources familiar with the
matter said, according to a news report released by Reuters on Jan. 29. The
bank’s retreat from Turkey, where it has operated since 1990, would be one
of the biggest exits from a country it has made in recent years as it shrinks
its once globe-spanning empire.

McDonald’s Turkey sold for 280 million liras
McDonald's Turkey's managing company Anatolian Restaurants Management
was sold to Birleşik Holding ("United Holding") for a little over 280 million
Turkish Liras, approximately $46 million. Previously the property of one of
Turkey's largest conglomerates Anadolu Group, the company stocks will
change hand after the approval of the Turkish Competition Board.
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Turkey to receive info on citizens’ foreign assets as
part of int’l deal
Turkey is set to receive information on its citizens' assets in foreign
countries as part of the Multilateral Competent Authority Agreement
(MCAA) that aims to prevent tax evasion in accordance with the Standard
for Automatic Exchange of Financial Information in Tax Matters. The system
came into force in Turkey on Jan. 1 after it was published in the Of�cial
Gazette.

Turkey’s private sector debt tops 210 billion dollars
Turkey's private sector was in more than 210 billion dollars of foreign debt
at the end of November 2019, revealed the Central Bank. While $10.2 billion
of the total is �oating debt, almost $200 billion of the total debt is in long-
term loans. While 60.9 percent of the foreign loans were in dollars, the
second largest slice was euro, making up 33.7 percent.
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Turkish banking industry’s total assets decrease by
over 21 billion liras
Total assets of the Turkish banking industry have decreased by over 21
billion liras in the beginning of the year, revealed weekly money and
banking statistics by the Central Bank of the Republic of Turkey (TCMB). The
dip represents a decrease of about 0,8 percent of assets. Turkish Lira assets
took majority of the hit with a 0,71 percent decline while foreign currencies
dropped by a mere 0,32 percent.

Nearly 7,000 foreigners get Turkish citizenship via
purchasing real estate
According to data obtained from General Directorate of Land Registry and
Cadastre, a total of 6,694 foreigners obtained certi�cates of conformity in
order to become Turkish citizens via purchasing real estate. The lower limit
for granting citizenship via real estate purchases was decreased to $250,000
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in September 2018 from one million dollars in 2017, prompting an increase in
foreign investments.

Orhan Pamuk: Love is like a car crash
Nobel Prize-winning author Orhan Pamuk described love as a car crash, while
speaking about his 2008 book The Museum of Innocence. "In my book, I
described love as if it were a crash, something terrible that has happened to
us, something dark, incomprehensible, and out of our hands,” Pamuk said.

Ottoman Empire’s �rst radio telegraph station to
become museum in southern Turkey

Urban Beat
 Culture

 Culture

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://www.duvarenglish.com/culture/2020/02/17/orhan-pamuk-love-is-like-a-car-crash/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/culture/2020/02/19/ottoman-empires-first-radio-telegraph-station-to-become-museum-in-southern-turkey/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/all/culture/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/all/culture/
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


The Ottoman Empire's �rst radio telegraph station, located in the
Mediterranean ancient city of Patara, will be transformed into a museum.
Built in 1906 to communicate with African commonwealth, the station was
able to communicate the longest distance with radio telegraphs at the time.

Greek weekly distributes booklet about Atatürk to
readers
Greek weekly Proto Thema distributed a booklet to its readers about the life
of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, founder of the Turkish Republic. "If Atatürk didn't
have the courage to actualize his vision in his country, modern Turkey
wouldn't exist, at least not in the way it does today," read part of the
booklet. "Atatürk was a personality that had great power and widespread
in�uence in Turkey," it added.
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Istanbul ferries to run 24 hours on Fridays, Saturdays
Istanbul Municipality will operate ferries 24 hours on Fridays and Saturdays
after the practice was implemented for buses, subways and the special
vehicles metrobus, it said Feb. 27.

Istanbul municipality’s “Meeting Point” taken down
A contemporary amphitheater installed by Istanbul Municipality on the
city's central Taksim Square is being taken down following a swift ruling by
the regional conservation board. The Istanbul Second District Cultural
Heritage Conservation Board ruled within two days of the installation of the
structure that it be taken down, while it had allowed the Presidency's
Communications Directorate to leave a tent up on the square for months.
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Istanbul’s Hagia Sophia 2019’s most popular tourist
destination in Turkey
Hagia Sophia was the most popular touristic site of 2019 with a total of
3,727,361 visitors, Turkey's Culture and Tourism Ministry said. Remodeled as a
mosque under the Ottoman Empire, Hagia Sophia was converted into a
museum in 1935. The second most visited touristic destination in 2019 was
the Mevlana Museum in Rumi's birthplace, the central Anatolian province of
Konya.

Turkey among Europe’s ‘cheapest’ countries to live in
Turkey was revealed to be Europe's second most affordable country to live in
by CEOWORLD Magazine. According to a ranking that measures the cost of
living, rent, groceries, eating out and purchasing power, Turkey is the 102nd
cheapest of 132 countries worldwide.
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Six Turkish cities among world’s ‘safest cities to live in’
Turkey has six cities in user-generated database Numbeo's safety index
rankings for 2020. Student-populated Eskişehir ranked number eight on the
list with a safety rating of "high." Bursa, Ankara, Izmir, Antalya and Istanbul
were also on the list with safety rankings of "moderate" and higher.
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